Additional Information regarding IEPs for 
Children Ages 3 through 5
· Page 2 of the IEP (the Meeting Summary) is not optional for children in this age group. The Meeting Summary must be used to record any programs the child participates in with typically developing children that are not a part of the educational services provided by the school district.
· Page 11 of the IEP (Special Education, Related Services, and Regular Education) should only include the educational services provided by the school district. Therefore, the total school hours per week should only include the hours the child spends in a district program; hours spent in educational programs not provided by the school district are NOT included on page 11 (such as Head Start, School Readiness, nursery school, preschool or other such program). Accordingly, the time with non-disabled peers should NOT include the hours per week that a child participates in any program with typically developing peers that is not provided by the school district. The special education hours per week should equal the total hours per week of special education services listed in the top portion of the grid regardless of where the special education instruction takes place.  

· Page 12 of the IEP (Required Data Collection) now includes a checkbox for “Early Intervention Participant (EIP). If a pre-kindergarten student was enrolled in the Birth-to-Three System, the response is “Yes”. If a pre-kindergarten student was found not to be eligible for the Birth-to-Three System, the school district could determine that early intervention services (EIS) are appropriate before referral for special education eligibility determination or could make a referral without EIS; therefore the response could be “Yes” or “No”. “Blanket” Preschool screenings should not be considered EIS. NOTE: Parents have the right to bypass EIS and go directly to referral for special education eligibility; in that case the response would be “No”. For further information, please review the SEDAC Handbook.  
· SEDAC reporting: the hours reported for students in “Early Childhood Preschool or Kindergarten Program” settings DO include the child’s IEP hours AND any additional time the child spends in programs with typically developing peers that is not provided by the school district. Therefore, for children ages 3 through 5 only, the sum of the hours listed on page 2 (educational programs not provided by the school district) PLUS the hours listed on page 11 (educational programs provided by the school district) must be used to report the total school hours per week, special education hours per week and non-disabled peer hours per week (fields 17, 18 and 19) in SEDAC. For further information, please review the SEDAC Handbook.  
Please add the following supplementary information regarding Page 12 of the IEP (Required Data Collection) to the current section which begins on Page 29 of the IEP Manual dated January, 2006
   Note: Page 12 data is ALSO required for students with services plans.  For further information regarding students with services plans, please review the SEDAC Handbook.
1.  Early Intervention Participant (EIP): Please check “Yes” or “No” to indicate that prior to placement in special education, a team of general educators met to discuss, develop or try other ways to assist the student before referral to special education. This Early Intervention Service (EIS) is sometimes referred to as a Child Study Team, Early Intervention Team, Student Assistance Team or a Response to Intervention (RTI) model. This “pre-referral” step is a requirement of IDEA 2004; therefore, the response in most cases would be “Yes”. Please note that the answer to this question will generally remain the same throughout a student’s educational career. (The only time the response may change is if a student was exited from special education and then referred a second time at a later date.)
    For pre-kindergarten students ages 3 through 5 who were enrolled in the Birth-to-Three System, the response to whether they were participants in early intervention is “Yes”. If a pre-kindergarten student was not found eligible for the Birth-to-Three System, the school district could determine that early intervention services (EIS) are appropriate before referral for special education eligibility determination or could make a referral to determine special education eligibility without EIS; therefore the response could be “Yes” or “No”. “Blanket” preschool screenings should not be considered EIS.  
    Note: Please note that regardless of the age of the student, parents have the right to bypass EIS and go directly to referral for special education eligibility. If the PPT evaluates the student for eligibility determination and does not provide EIS, or, if a parent initiates a referral before the EIS process is completed, the response would be “No”. For further information, please review the SEDAC Handbook.  

2.  Primary Reason for Educational Location: This field must be completed for all students. Please note that “Resolution Agreement” refers only to an agreement between a parent and board of education made as the result of a resolution session convened in response to a parent’s request for a due process hearing. The “Mediation Agreement” box should be checked only if the agreement made between a parent and board of education regarding a student’s educational location was the result of a mediation proceeding held with the participation of a mediator from the Bureau of Special Education. “Settlement Agreement” refers to any other agreement reached between a parent and board of education that was not the result of a mediation proceeding or a resolution session.
    For information regarding educational placements made as a result of these agreements and their eligibility for state grants, please review the memo LEA Excess Cost Grant and State Agency Placement Grant for Placements in Facilities Approved or Not Approved for Special Education. A link to this memo is set forth below.  

    The “District transition/vocational program or age-appropriate community-based program” box should be checked for any student (ages 17 – 21) who is receiving transition services and whose educational placement is in a district transition/vocational program or age-appropriate community-based program as identified in the PSIS system as one of the following three facility codes: 
    1. “82” Institution Code: Any adult service provider that holds a current and valid contract as a vendor with a state agency (i.e., BRS, DDS, DMHAS, BESB) (e.g., the Kennedy Center in Trumbull is 144-01-82) or a program operated by a district that is located on a college or university campus or in a community setting (e.g., the Hamden Transition Academy at SCSU is 062-01-82); 
    2. “90” School Code (may be “90 - 98” if the district has more than one program) with an Institution Code of “11”: A district operated special education program that provides ONLY transition/vocational services and is in a location other than a public school (e.g., apartment, church, municipal administration building, private school campus) (e.g., West Hartford’s WAAVE Program that is on the campus of Northwest Catholic High School has a code of 155-90-11); or
    3. “11” Institution Code with a School Code in the “60’s”: A transition/vocational program that is operated by a district whose base of operation is located within a public high school (e.g., the Academy of Western Connecticut, based in Danbury High School, is coded as 034-61-11).  

    These codes are necessary for determining the “home school” status of transition-age students. A link to more information may be found in the December/January 2009 issue of the Bureau Bulletin: (http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Special/Updates/BulletinJanuary2009.pdf).     

3a. If student’s placement is not in a district program, who/what entity initiated the placement? This field must be completed for those students who are attending an out of district program.  
    For further information about the State Agency Placement Grant and the LEA Excess Cost Grant, please review the memo issued by the Bureau of Special Education on October 31, 2008 LEA Excess Cost Grant and State Agency Placement Grant for Placements in Facilities Approved or Not Approved for Special Education. A link to this memo may be found in the October, 2008 issue of the Bureau Bulletin: (http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Special/Updates/BulletinOctober2008.pdf).  
